Awareness Raising
and Policy Improvement on

Social Care Services
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Shall we closely examine the main results of

. 10 understand now people
DErceive care work and social care?

This content is based on excerpts and summaries from the following 2022 research report of the Korean Women'’s Development Institute:
Kim, E., Ma, K, Choi I, Kim, Y., Choi, J,, Sung, K., & Yoon,, J. (2022). A study on the Reorganization of Social Care from a Gender Perspective ( | ):
The Transformation of the Care Policy Paradign in the Age of Individualization. Seoul: Korean Women’s Development Institute.
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Care Anxiety

FIrSt, mosSt of the respondents expressed their concerns
about the possibility of receiving care in the future or
caring for family members who will need care.

<Figure 1> Care Anxiety
(Unit: %)

“| am concerned that | will not be able to
receive proper care when | get older and
become disabled.”

“| am concerned that if | get older and become
disabled, | will become a burden to those
around me."”

“I am concerned that | will be solely
responsible for my family members who need
care.”

“I am concerned that | will have enough
affordability and capacity to provide care for
my family.”

| Strongly agree + Agree
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Perception of Care

In general,

Nas been perceived 1o hold

N various

aspects such as the sustainability of society and universal rights. In
addition. the majority of the respondents have expressed the opinion

that

Care work is as valuable as contributing to economic growth.
Care is necessary for a sustainable society.

The issue of care will become more serious in the future.

Everyone should receive proper care regardless of their economic
situation when they cannot care for themselves due to age or disability.

Childcare is as valuable as education.

Caring for the ill is as valuable as treating patients.

Occupations that involve caring for people are often considered more
suitable for women.

More men should participate in occupations that involve caring for people.
Men should engage more in household chores than they currently do.

Men should take on a more active role in childcare than they currently do.

Men should be more involved in caring for elderly parents than they
currently are.
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Sacial Status and Evaluation of Care Workers

However, fepending on the tupe of care profession, SOme occupations
were not properiy acknowiedged 1or the value of their work in Society.

<Figure 4> Differences in the Evaluation of Social Status and Contribution of Care Work

(Unit: %)
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I Social status > Social contribution
Social status = Social contribution
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The Necessity of Expanding Expenditure on Social
Services, Including Care

0n the other hand, when examining opinions on
ACross various sectors,
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Note: The figures in the graph represent the combined responses of “much more spending needed” and “somewhat more spending
needed.”



Policy Tasks for Social Care

Through research,

- Ihe research has presented the following
[0 address social anxiety regarding care:

Expanding financial investment in care services and i
strengthening national accountability.

For an improvement in the quality of care services:

- Narrowing the disparities by occupation within the
care labor market.

- Developing a ‘high-road’ strategy for care job
opportunities.

Expanding policy support to reduce gender
differences in both care professions and
participation in family care.




For more detailed information, please visit the
KWDI website (Publications & Issues > Issue Papers).
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Pursuing the “High-Road Strategy” for Care Jobs
through Bridging the Gaps between Care Occupations
and Improving the Treatment of Care Workers

+ Reducing public amdety about cane and reflecting the social value of care
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